Minutes of September 22, 2009 Meeting of the Swampscott Renewable Energy Committee

Committee Members Attending: Dorothy Allen, Tara Gallagher, Victoria Masone, Wayne Spritz, Brian Watson   
Members of the Public Attending: Dan Cahill, Ed Cronin, Chris Kertyzak, Erich Yaeger, Zach Sinrich

Next Meeting: To be determined.
Walk-to-School Day: Committee member Sydney Pierce is taking the lead on publicizing October 7th, International Walk-to-School Day with an article in the Swampscott Reporter and by contacting the school PTOs, etc.

Upcoming EECBG Grant: This opportunity will be announced this fall. Swampscott could apply for $120-150,000 for either ESCO contract buydown or solar panels for the HS/MS. Committee’s first choice is solar panels as the ESCO could happen without this money. Will review eligibility language when available.

Solar Panels for the Schools:  Ed would like to pursue panels for both the HS and MS despite the fact that the MS roof is not new. He wondered if fixing the roof could be EECBG-eligible so that panels could then be placed through third-party financing. Dorothy will draft a 3rd party RFP and PPA based on the models available and the Newburyport (and possibly other) agreements. She will have these ready for committee review in two weeks. Ed will also review.

Clean Energy Choice:  Swampscott’s final total under this discontinued program is $9559.89. Applications to spend this money for renewable-energy related projects must be submitted to DOER by Nov. 30. High School Physics Club project managers Erich Yaeger and Zach Sinrich and Physics teacher Chris Kertyzak made a second presentation to the committee on how they plan to investigate energy technology. They already have some of the items, such as a wind tunnel, that they need for their exploration of wind technology but they are requesting Clean Energy Choice funds for additional sensors, a 4.5 foot wind turbine learning kit (and accompanying solar panel and controller). After a stimulating discussion, the Committee voted to provide the town’s remaining CEC money to the SHS Physics Club.

Motion passed unanimously.
SHS Physics Club students will be providing the Committee with a description of their project and how they will be using the CEC funds for use in a press release.

New Energy-Efficient “Stretch” Code: Tara met with our Building Inspector Alan Hezekiah to discuss the code and its impact on our town. Andrew Maylor will let us know if the Selectmen would like a presentation on this in October. That would be followed by a municipal hearing and then we would go back to the BOS who must vote to adopt the code.  Depending on timing, the code may apply to the police station and would require 20% more energy efficiency than the current code.
Police Station Building Committee: The PS committee declined to adopt any of the energy efficiency recommendations we made in our June 18 letter however they provided us an opportunity to address the committee on Sept. 17. The project architects arrived late and missed the presentation. We discussed the contents of our follow-up memo for the committee and architects. The PS committee expressed concern about the expense of energy efficiency measures but expressed interest in working together as the project moves forward. Tara will draft follow-up letter.

Wind: Brian has coordinated with Milton Fiskel who is helping us pull together a feasibility study application. Brian has spoken with Orlando Martinez of MRET and to the Town of Northboro. It looks like the consultant selection process may be simpler than we previously thought. We need to submit our application by early November.

ESCO Update:  We are moving forward with this project with the addition of Hadley to the list of energy accounts based on the School Department’s request. The town will meet with Johnson Controls next week to discuss the Project Development Agreement.

Planning Grant:  Neal sent everyone the vague award letter. He is getting more specifics. No new information.
Respectfully submitted,

T. Gallagher
