Minutes of November 5, 2009 Joint Meeting of the Swampscott Renewable Energy Committee (SREC) and the Salem Renewable Energy Task Force (RETF)

Attendees from Swampscott: Neal Duffy, Milton Fistel, Tara Gallagher, Victoria Masone 

Attendees from Salem RETF: Paul Marquis, John Hayes, Adam Segal, Nick Lewis, Tom Watkins, Cindy Keegan, 

Additional Attendees: Ellie Baker (Horsley, Witten), Joanne Bisetta (DOER), Erlendur Kristjansson, ElinAnna Bjarnadottir

Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 17th at 7pm in the Town Hall’s first floor conference room
Green Communities Act (GCA) Planning Grant: Salem and Swampscott were jointly awarded a planning grant to assist us in becoming Green Communities. Ellie Baker of Horsley, Witten is the consultant assigned to help us. Starting 11/5/09, she can provide 100 hours of assistance over a 90 day period. She gave us an overview of the five GCA requirements and suggested ways she can help. Of note, she explained that the as-of-right siting requirement thresholds are: wind energy (minimum 600kW); solar array (minimum 250 kW – about an acre); R&D, energy manufacturing (50,000 sq. ft. commercial space; does not have to be all in one place). 
Salem Overview: They have adopted a wind bylaw and, beginning in 2002, have done several energy use baselines which have included their vehicles. They highlighted the need for assistance on the “as-of-right” siting requirement.

Swampscott Overview: We have an ESCO agreement with Johnson Controls that will form the centerpiece of our efforts to reduce our energy use 20%.  We have done some work on the new energy code but are waiting for the Builder Inspector training. We could use some help on the “as-of-right” siting requirement.
Next Steps: Each committee promised to provide Ellie with contact names for each of the GCA requirements. She will meet on the as-of-right siting issue separately with each committee. The two communities agreed to coordinate on adopting the new energy code. Ellie suggested setting up a meeting for local officials, our two committees, local builders and others to explain the new energy code. Joanne Bisetta of DOER noted that Newton is the only community to have adopted the code and that DOER will hold the Building Inspector training at the end of November or beginning of December.

Swampscott Business: Wind: The committee discussed the draft letter to Meridian and agreed that the new letter covered the committee’s emailed comments adequately.  Stimulus Funding: Victoria attended a webinair that morning on the EECBG grant opportunity. We will discuss a possible grant application at our November 17th meeting.

