Minutes of May 12, 2009 Meeting of the Swampscott Renewable Energy Committee

Attending: Dorothy Allen, Tara Gallagher, Victoria Masone, Wayne Spritz  
Next Meeting: May 21, 2009 at 7pm at the Middle School with Ed Cronin.
ESCO RFQ Update: Two submissions were received from Johnson Controls and from Constellation Energy. The latter did not attend the mandatory site visit or include the scoping audit in their submission. Discussed formation of a review committee. Tara to call DOER to discuss a few questions that came up. 

Wind Update:  We submitted a feasibility application to MTC several weeks ago. MTC has now decided to change the application form and the program as well. There are three towns, including Swampscott, caught in between the changes. MTC will be deciding whether to accept us under the old situation or require us to submit on the new form. Under the old approach, MTC conducted the feasibility study while under the new approach we would have to hire someone to conduct the study. The grant would cover the costs either way. Dorothy also provided information on wind cube technology.
Subsequent to our meeting: Andrew Maylor met with Orlando Martinez of the Mass Renewable Energy Trust.  He is the project manager for wind related projects. He recommended that he meet with our committee to explain the grant application process for wind projects in detail. The next applicable round for grant funding is July 10, 2009. Dorothy also provided information on wind cube technology.
3rd  Party Solar Projects: Both Newburyport and Hopkinton are pursuing this approach. Dorothy spoke with Sam Nutter of MTC and with the Mayor of Newburyport who was able to negotiate a $400,000 cash payment to his city as part of the solar panel contract he signed. Dorothy will look into this further including the model RFP DOER has put together for this type of solar project, the Hopkinton agreement, and issues concerning roof warranties. Committee agreed it sounds promising.

Demand Response:  Vicky investigated the demand response possibilities available for the pumping station through National Grid. They won’t work with us because our pumping station demand is too low (despite our having an oversized generator). The HS has a higher load and National Grid may be interested in working with them. Committee to discuss with Ed Cronin.  

Pumping Station: Woodward and Curran economic study of the pumping station is still ongoing. Vicky will look into the National Grid classification for the pumping station to see if it is appropriate.
Respectfully submitted,

T. Gallagher

