Minutes of February 19, 2009 Meeting of the Swampscott Renewable Energy Committee

Attending: Dorothy Allen, Tara Gallagher, Derek Jones, Wayne Spritz  
Next Meeting:    TBA
Wind Update:  Andrew Maylor and Brian Watson met last week with the President and a member of the Board of Tedesco. They toured the potential wind turbine site at the MS and discussed the SODAR unit that we are asking be placed there. (For more about SODAR, see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SODAR.) They supported the proposal and the entire Board subsequently agreed to allow wind measuring to be conducted there.  Brian has been in contact with UMASS RERL about the SODAR unit currently available for loan.

Saugus Meeting: Brian Watson and Victoria Masone attended a meeting of the Saugus Renewable Energy Committee where they were able to provide a lot of information about working with UMass RERL and many valuable connections were made.
ESCO RFQ:  Draft RFQ went to DOER for review 2/23.  Dorothy raised questions at the meeting about how the RFQ process might affect our ability to engage in a separate solar project on our own. We could pursue something on our own as we are not locked into anything until we sign a contract.

Solar: Dorothy will look into third party financing of solar projects. Nexamp installs solar panels for free and then charges $.08/kwh to customers. 

Energy Use Data: We all commented on Derek’s pie charts and graphs pulling together our town’s building and vehicle use data. Great start. He will rework and provide again.

Constellation Energy:  Dorothy will pursue inviting Constellation Energy to make a presentation. The financial benefits that might be associated with our town agreeing to reduce load during times of overall system peak demand seem promising. As we have an emergency generator at the pump station, this might be something we could easily do.

Green Community Act: Wayne volunteered to let the town Building Inspector know about the draft BBRS optional “stretch” energy code. To be finalized in March, this code can be adopted by towns by reference allowing them to meet the Green Community Act requirement that industrial, commercial and large residential new construction incorporate analysis of life-cycle energy costs.  The committee had planned to work on the required fuel-efficient vehicle policy but expressed frustration that DOER will not be deciding until mid-March whether or not to include police vehicles, thus delaying our work.
Respectfully submitted,

T. Gallagher
