Minutes of February 11, 2010 Joint Meeting of the Swampscott Renewable Energy Committee (SREC) and the Salem Renewable Energy Task Force (RETF)

Attendees from Swampscott: Dorothy Allen, Neal Duffy, Tara Gallagher, Victoria Masone, Sydney Pierce, Wayne Spritz, and Patrick Jones (Planning Board Chair) 

Attendees from Salem: Jeff Barz-Snell, Jeff Brandt, Paul Marquis, John Hayes, Adam Segal, Rick Nye, Cindy Keegan, and Stacy Kilb (SAFE) and Erin Burke (Salem HS Envir. Club) 

Additional Attendees: Ellie Baker (Horsley, Witten), Joanne Bisetta (DOER)
Next 

● On agenda at Planning Board meeting 2/18 at 7pm in Swampscott Senior Center.
Meetings:
 ● On agenda at BOS mtg. 2/23 at 7pm in Town Hall Selectmen’s Mtg. Rm.



 ● Joint Builders’ Forum w/Salem on the Stretch Energy Code 3/2 at 5:30 in Salem City 




Hall Annex, 120 Washington St., Rm. 313.


● REC meeting: 3/16 at 7pm at Swampscott HS Room B208.



● REC meeting: 4/13 at 7pm at Swampscott HS Room B208.

Green Communities Act (GCA) Action Plans for Swampscott and Salem:  Ellie Baker of Horsley, Witten detailed progress to date and next steps for the two communities concerning the five GCA criteria.

Some items of note:  

● Deadline for submitting GCA designation materials to DOER is 5/14. Grant applications for GCA money are due 5/28. Tight timeframe!

● Swampscott’s most pressing task is coordinating with PB and ZBA to finalize language to meet criteria 1&2 (allowing renewable energy R&D by right and with expedited permitting) in time for TM warrant. 
● Salem plans to submit a draft policy for fuel-efficient vehicles to the Mayor on 2/24. Wayne Spritz is drafting a policy for Swampscott to present to BOS. Ellie suggested presenting it to the School Committee as well.

● Both communities plan to use their ESCO projects as the cornerstone of their efforts to reduce energy use 20% and both were extremely impressed with the state’s new web-based energy inventory tool and plan to use it once trained.

● Joint builders’ forum to address stretch code is planned for 3/2. After that, adoption at TM (Swampscott) and by Mayor (Salem) is required. Note that Newton and Cambridge are the only two communities who have adopted this to date.
Thank you:  Both communities expressed tremendous appreciation for the planning assistance received from Ellie Baker of Horsley, Witten.

Respectfully submitted,

Tara Gallagher
